
Grants Awarded
The Hillsdale Community Schools Education 
Foundation Fund Selection Committee 
recently met and has chosen the recipients 
of the distribution of the Hillsdale 
Community Schools Foundation Fund.  
They awarded several $500 mini grants to: 
High School Library to purchase new books; 
Davis Middle School to purchase a 3D 
printer; High School Science Department 
to purchase Student Stereomicroscope and 
the High School for the production cost for 
the upcoming Virtual Musical.  Thank you 
to Hillsdale County Community Foundation 
who provides the financial guidance and 
fund management.

Proposal on The Ballot 
for The Operating Millage
On Tuesday May 4, 2021, the district will have 
a proposal on the ballot for the operating 
millage.  This allows the school district 
to levy the statutory rate of 18 mills on 
property, except principal residence or 
other property exempted by law.  These 
funds account for approximately 20% of the 
money needed for operating purposes each 
year.

Back in 1993, the State of Michigan 
changed how it funded public school 
districts and put into place the personal 
property tax exemption.  This operating 
millage is part of the basic per pupil 
foundation for the district.  If the district did 
not collect the millage, the state would not 
make up the funding difference. 

Important Questions:
If we own our home, how will this 
affect the amount of property tax we 
pay?

Answer: It will not affect the amount of tax 
on your primary home.  This millage does 
not apply to your principal residence (home) 
and will not change the amount of property 
tax you currently pay on that residence; 
those are exempt from the 18 mills. 

Who can vote on this topic? 

Answer: All registered voters who live in 
the Hillsdale Community Schools may vote 
on this topic even though this millage does 
not apply to their principal residence. 

How long would this millage last?

Answer: The millage is requested for five 
years.  

Who can answer more questions 
about this topic?

Answer: Should you have any questions 
about the basic, foundation millage please 
do not hesitate to call my office at 437-4401 
and I would be happy to speak with you 
and provide information or address any 
questions.  

Respectfully,  
 
Shawn Vondra,  
Superintendent
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choosing To Be Kind
Mrs.  Chelsea Crall’s fifth grade class just 
finished reading the book, “Wonder” by 
R.J.  Palacio.  In the book the principal, Mr.  
Tushman, says, “Shall we make a new rule 
in life… to always be a little kinder than is 
necessary?” Kindness is not only free, but 
very simple.  The kids made lists of simple 
things you can do to show kindness.  In a 
world where you can be anything, be kind! 

Varsity Soccer Has 
Winning Season
The Hillsdale Varsity Boys Soccer team 
capped off their 2020 season winning the 
District Championship for the first time in 
school history and finishing the season with 
a record of 11-4-1. 

The following players were selected 
for the LCAA Soccer All-League team: 

• First Team All-League: Jonathan Torres, 
Aidan Flannery, and Shane Martinez.

• Second Team All-League: Kreyzon 
Philipp, and Garett Kempa

.  

The Hillsdale Hornet Soccer Team received 
a Team All Academic Award, with Nathaniel 
Miller receiving an Individual All Academic 
Award.  The Hornets also had eight players 
selected for the All District Team: Jonathan 
Torres, Aidan Flannery, Shane Martinez, 
Samuel Willes, Garett Kempa, Jack Granata, 
Kreyzon Philipp and Nathaniel Miller.  
Hillsdale’s Jonathan Torres was also selected 
for the All Regional Team, and was also 
given All-State Honorable Mention. 
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Amy has lived here in Hillsdale with 
her husband Jeff and their three 
sons, for 25 years.  Jeff teaches at 
Hudson Schools at the Center for 
Science and Industry, and the boys, 
Owen, Sam, and Aaron, have all 
attended Hillsdale Schools.  

Amy graduated from Oakland 
University in 1993 with a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing and has been 
fortunate to be able to work in small 
community hospitals like Hillsdale 
Hospital and St.  Joseph Hospital in 
Tawas City, as well as large medical 
centers like Beaumont Hospital in 
Royal Oak and Allegiance Hospital 
in Jackson.  

Although her background is 
primarily in surgery, Amy has worked 
in various other areas during her 27 
years of nursing.   
 
Amy has been involved as a parent 
volunteer at the schools for many 
years and loves the opportunity to 
help out, including working in the 
concession stand at football games, 
helping coach the Gier Science 
Olympiad team, chaperoning field 
trips and running concessions for 
the Davis Quiz Bowl Tournament.  
Amy is happy to be a member of 
the HCS staff and looks forward to 
serving the school community.

Winter 2021

Hillsdale Community Schools 
welcomes Amy Webb, as the 
District Nurse!
Amy currently handles the Adult Education 
digital conversion for the district.  She will 
work part time and be centrally located at 
Gier Elementary School.  Amy has worked 
for Hillsdale Community Health Center for 12 
years as a casual RN in surgery which makes 
her a perfect fit for HCS. 

www.hillsdaleschools.org

Mark Your Calendars!Mark Your Calendars!Mark Your Calendars!
Preschool Roundup will take place at Bailey Early Childhood Center, by appointment, Wednesday, April 21st.  Learn more on page 2. 

Kindergarten Round Up! Gier Elementary School March 16th & 17th by appointment. Learn more on Page 3. 

Michigan College 
Month Winners

During Michigan College Month, 
Hillsdale High School seniors 
submitted over 300 college 
applications.  

College month giveaway winners 
were: 

• Max Center (mini-refrigerator)
• Logan Wagler (college basket)
• Karis Dice (smart TV) Big School Curriculum – Small School Atmosphere

It’s a Great Day to be a Hornet!
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Is Your Child Ready For 
Kindergarten?
Your child is turning 5! This is such an 
exciting time for you and your child.  But 
you may wonder – is my child ready for 
kindergarten? If you have been through 
the school experience before, you may feel 
more at ease about your decision.  However, 
this idea can cause a great deal of unrest for 
others.  In thinking about what makes a child 
“ready” for school, we need to consider 
two things: a child’s emotional well-being 
coupled with social readiness and a child’s 
academic preparedness.  

First, when we think about a child as 
being “emotionally” ready for school we 
must ponder a few things.  Can your child 
separate from you as a parent with minimal 
anxiety? We know that children will have a 
better experience if they are able to leave 
their grown-ups for a period of time (school 
hours) having the security of seeing those 
caregivers upon the completion of their 
school day.

Also, we have to look at a child’s 
independence.  Is this child able to 
independently communicate their needs 
throughout a school day? Children will 
encounter times throughout the school 
day which require problem- solving.  It 
isn’t necessary to plan out the day for 
children but to help them develop the 
skills necessary to problem-solve through a 
struggle: is this something that I can do by 
myself or do I need to ask for help? Also, 
is your child able to approach an adult, 
understand this person as a “safe” person, 
and use language in a manner that will be 
understood by an unfamiliar person? Of 
course, over time, as relationships are built, 
your child’s school staff will become familiar 
to him or her.  

Secondly, children will enter kindergarten 
with learning goals and expectations  
Kindergarten children are learning to read 
and problem-solve! Research tells us that 

children who come to school controlling 40 
or more upper/lowercase letters are going to 
have a quicker and quite possibly easier time 
learning to read.  Children are going to be 
assessed either at kindergarten registration 
or right away as kindergarten begins.  Letter 
knowledge and letter sound knowledge are 
a huge part of those beginning assessments.  
Children who control fewer than 40 letters 
are not excluded from school.  Instead, your 
child’s teacher will likely contact you and 
work intentionally with your child to bridge 
that letter/sound gap as quickly as possible 
upon entrance to kindergarten.  Building 
strong language foundations in kindergarten 
is the best way to bring a child to literacy.  
This is also a beautiful time of growth and 
development!

So...what can you do at home? Start by 
reading aloud to your child.  Many children 
who are read to daily come to school with 
better letter/sound knowledge as well as 
a more extensive vocabulary.  Spend time 
noticing letters in the environment.  Start 
with your child’s name and point out the 
letters that make up his/her name; not only 
in the name but also when you see those 
letters elsewhere.  For example, while 
shopping you might point out letters on the 
food labels that your child will see in his/her 
name.

Practice giving your child multi-step 
instructions.  “Please go to your closet 
and find blue shoes with yellow laces.” It 
is important for children to process spoken 
language and respond to demonstrate 
understanding.  Your child’s school day 
will be filled with language and spoken 
information.

Play games at home with words and 
language.  One game we play in school 
(whenever we need to button a button 
or zip a zipper or tie a shoe) is the sound-

deletion game.  As a teacher, I may say to 
my class: say “toothbrush” and the class 
will repeat “toothbrush.” I follow that with 
“say it without ‘tooth’” to see if the children 
can puzzle through what should be deleted 
and what would be left in hopes that they 
would then respond with “brush.” Once 
they can segment compound words, I might 
challenge the children by saying a word and 
asking them to say it back, deleting a single 
sound (tooth without /t/ looking for “ooth”).  

Alliteration (words that begin with the 
same sound) and rhyming are also critical 
components of becoming literate.  

Kindergarten is a magical time for children! 
Please enjoy these days and remember 
that children will put emphasis on things 
that their grown-ups value.  Keep reading 
to your child every day and have many 
meaningful conversations about the world 
around them.  Involvement in your child’s 
education has already begun and we cannot 
wait to join your team.  Getting involved is 
the best investment!

Kindergarten registration for Hillsdale 
Community Schools will take place March 
16 and 17.  Call 517-437-7347 to register 
your child for the 2021 school year.  Best 
wishes on a wonderful school experience.

 

PTO Announces 
Fundraiser: Donation 
Only Drive!

Hillsdale Elementary PTO is announcing 
our ONE and ONLY fundraiser! The Sub 
Sale has been cancelled for the year due 
to COVID-19.  To raise money this year, 
we are focusing on a DONATION ONLY 
DRIVE.  Last year selling subs at $3.00 per 
sub totaled almost $29,000 in profit! It is 
amazing how much we can raise when we 
all work together! 

EVERY SMALL DONATION HELPS! 

Your donation helps fund: 

Extra classroom supplies, family game 
nights, extra indoor recess supplies, support 
for Science Olympiad, support for Coding 
Club field trip funds (this year teachers will 
be looking into virtual field trips), extra 
books and reading technology, new library 
furniture for Davis Middle School, a $1,000 
PTO Scholarship given to a graduating 
senior and Teacher Appreciation Week.

Donations can be may in the following 
ways:

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/
campaign/hillsdale-elementary-pto-
fundraiser

Venmo @Hillsdaleelementary-PTO

Cash/Check Donation in classrooms (Make 
checks payable to Hillsdale Elementary 
PTO)

 

Special Education 
programs offered at 
Bailey
The Early Childhood Special Education 
program (ECSE) offered at Bailey Early 
Childhood Center services children who 
reside in the Hillsdale Community Schools 
District.  Young children, ages 3-5, who 
qualify for special education, receive 
individualized instruction that may include 
related services such as speech and 
language therapy, occupational therapy 
or physical therapy.  The ECSE program 
ensures the provision of a Free and 
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to 
all eligible children as well as encouraging 

interaction with same aged peers within 
the building.  Staff is committed to helping 
children reach their learning potential 
in a language rich environment where 
experiences in social skills and motor skills 
are key components of their school day. 

 

PTO Provides Virtual 
Field Trips
Mrs.  Klco-Stebelton and Ms.  Hofbauer’s 
6th grade classes finished their week long 
virtual field trip to LEGO during EdTech 
with Mrs.  Youngman! The students learned 
about the history of LEGO, researched 
famous cities from the LEGO Architecture 
sets, and got to build.  Thanks PTO for 
helping field trips still happen! 

 

Celebrating Martin 
Luther King Jr.
Mrs.  Crall’s 5th grade class learned about 
Martin Luther King Jr on Monday, January 
18th.  The students chose one thing they 
wanted to change about the world and 
wrote about it.  Big changes start with 
“ONE” person.  These kids are going to 
make our world a better place.  

I have a dream…

Preschool Round Up 
Coming Soon

Do you have a child who will turn 
four by December 1, 2021?  Bailey 
Early Childhood Center provides a 
high-quality kindergarten readiness 
program through hands-on 
interactions, stories, songs, games 
and play.  

We offer:

• Full Day GSRP and tuition based 
preschool classes

• ½ day GSRP and tuition based 
preschool class

• Free transportation
• Free meals
• Field trips and special events

Preschool Roundup will take place at 
Bailey, by appointment, Wednesday, 
April 21st, from 5 p.m.  to 7 p.m.  Call 
the Bailey office at 517- 437-7369 
with any questions or to register your 
child for preschool.
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